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MON all theSMeoverics that have been 
mads in this Age, of the Books that had been 
.efteemcd loſt, there is none, ſince that of the 
Epiſtle of St. Clemens, that has been received” 
with more joy than this of Latantins's Book of the 
Death of the Perſecutors, for which the World is behold» 
ing tothe happy Induſtry of the moſt learned Balux ius, 
C who having found thistreaſure, not only communicated - 
it to the World, but enriched it with his learned Notes; 
by which he has added-a new Effay, to the many that 
have already appeared, of his great Sincerity, his pro- 
found Learning, and of bis ſolid Judgment: It has 
been ſince that time reprinted at Oxford, with thorter 
Notes; in which there are many happy Conjectures, 
made both for ſupplying ſome of the Words that were 
worn out of the Manuſcript Copy, and for correCting- 
ſeme Paſſages, which the Copyer perhaps writ wrong, 
ane it is upon that Edition that this Tranſlation is 
made. N . | 
The importance ef this Book will be eaſily appre- 
hended, by thoſe who conſider that Lactantius was the 
politeſt Writer of his time, in whom one finds ſome- 
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what very like Augaſtuss Age revived; he had * 


particular Opportunities of being well informed ot 


his Subsect, by the Poſt to which he was advanced in 
Conſt antinẽ s Court, of being his Son's Tutor. It is true 
his Eloquence carries him often into ſtrains that become 
an Orator, better than a Hiſtorian: - for he has a heat 


of ſtile, that ought not to be imitated by one that would 


write Hiſtory. But he ſeems to have deſigned this Book 


to be a mixed ſort of Writing, between a Diſcoutſe 


and a Hiſtory; ſo that the Figures that agree not to the 
one, may be allowed to the other. 


The Account that he gives of Saint Peter's coming 
to Rome, cuts off the Fable of his being there for five 
and tweaty Years: but if what he ſays of things at fo 

reat a diſtance from his own time, is not thought ſo 
Anchencal, and if his Authority ſeems not ſtrong e- 
nongh to cut off all thoſe Perſecutions that are ſaid to 
have riſen between Domitian's Reign and Decins's, fince 


he repreſents all that Interval as a time of a long Peace 


to the Chriſtians z, yet we malt at leaſt ſuppoſe him, to 
have beeu much better informed of that which fell out 


during the laſt Perſecution ; ſo that the beginning which 


he aſſigus to it cuts off all thoſe. Legends of Martare, 
that (as is pretended) ſuffered before that Year, and 
as we cannot doubt of the time in which he tells us the 


Perſecution began, ſo no more ought we to call in 


queſtion the Limits that he ſets to ĩt; and therefore ſince 
he tells us, that Conſtance ordered only, that the Church- 
es in Which the Chriſtians held their Aſſemblies, ſhould 
be pulled down, and that he would not carry the Per- 


ſecution further againſt the Chriſtians themſelves; and 
{ince he excepts the Gaules out of thoſe Provinces that 


felt the Fury of thoſe Edicts, we fee what a number 
of Legends there are to be cut off, For the truth is, 
that very ſoon after this Perſecution was over, ſome 


that loved either to make /or at leaſt ro report) very 
tragical Stories concerning it ſeemed to give no Byunds 
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to their Invention upon a Subject that was fruitful e- 
 nough of it ſelf, and fo needed not to have been ſwell- 
ed up by ſach Additions. The Deſtruction of the Re- 
cords that the Chriltians kepr, which were io careful- 
| . ly ſearched after during this Perſecution, gave ſome co- 
| lour for rhoſe pretended Diſcomries; for it ſerved turn 
to give then Credit, to ſay, that ſuch Relations had 
| been preſerv'd from the Searches of thoſe Inquiſitors, 
| and fo that they were by Accident found out in ſome 

| Corner, where very probably thoſe that forged them, 
both laid them and found them : and the matter would 

no doubt ha, e been received with more Credit, if 

ſome Dream or Viſion had been pretended, as that 

which had made the Diſcovery, of all thoſe Legends 

none is more copious, nor leſs credible than that of 

| the Thebeau Legion, and that upon many Accounts 
Þ| but as the ſilence, not only of Euſebius and Sulpitsus Se- 
1 verus, but of all the other Writers of the fourth Cen- 
tury, gave a juſt Prejudice againſt a Story that begun 

not to appear till the middle of the fifth Century, ſo 

the poſitive Teſtimony of Lactantius, who excepts 
| the Gaules from the Perſecution, - puts an end to the 
| Fable. For though he ſhews ſo great a diſpoſition to 
| 
| 


ſpeak well of Conſtance, that this may ſeem to leſſen 
the Avrhority of one, who to make his Court with the 
Son, would naturally raiſe the Father's Character; yet 
ſo remarkable a tranſaction as that was, could not have 
| bec:; ſuppreſt with any ſort of Decency, by one that 
mult have certainly heard of it if ir was true. 
1 The falſe appearance of a greatneſs of mind, that 
| was inferred from Diocletian's reſigning the Empire, . 
is alſo taken off by this Relation; ſince it is plain, a 
* that both Diocletian's Brain was turned, and that be 
Vas forced to it; ſo that his Reſignation was not the 
E#:& of his Philoſophy, but ot the Unnatural Ambi- 
| tion of his Son in Law Maximian. Kn 
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The Subject of this Diſcourſe, and the Application 
zo which a Tranſlation of it tyed me, together wit h 
© the preſent ſcene of Affairs, led my mind very natu- 
cally into more general Thoughts. If the Characters 
of thoſe ancienc Perſecutors, ſuch as theſe, that they 
had delivered themſelves up to all the Brntalities of 
fſenſual Pleaſure, that they had ruined their Subjects 
| by ſevere Impoſitions for maintaining vaſt Armics, 
that they had in their Wars, ſhewed more care than 
was decent in preſerving themſelves out of all Dan- 
ger, chat they were weak to the moſt exceſlive Flatte- 
ries, tho profuſeneſs of their Expence in the railing of 
coſtly Buildings, their great Succels in a Courſe of 
» |} many Years, their Superſticious and fearful Tempers, 
and to crown all, the Cruelry that they practisd in 
the berſecution, to which they were uncalily drawn, 
1 and in which they begun ar firſt with requiring all to 
0 * abjure, beſides many other particulars ; all theſe, l ſay, 
inſenſibly carry ones thoughts to make Parallels between 
© "© ſome Modern Perſecurors, and thaſe that are here ſet 
+ forth: but if the reſpect due to their ſublime Character 
e 
et 
e 
at 


mak:s one drive away thoſe leſs decent ſallies of his 
mind, to which he is carried before he is aware, yet 
the Importance of this matter leads to ſpeculations that 
Hate more General, and by conſequence leſs offentive. 
And ſince the Melancholy State of things as preſent 
carried me in thoſe latervals in which | diſcontinued the 
dry Work of tranſluing, to conſider the Gronnds on 
© Which thoſe crurl and perſecuting Do&rines and Pra- 
cctices are founded, together wich rhe Morives from 
which they riſe, the Char icters that accompany them, 
and the Eti:&s that followed them; I thougbt L might 
bi- be forgiven a little, if 1 took the liberty to ſwell up 
ne dalk of this ſmall Book with a Preface of ſome 
length; in which my deſign is not only to expoſe this 
il{-nacur'd Principle, and to ſhew, that where-ever ir 
is authoriſed, it is a more infallibl: matk of aa Anti- 
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1 
chriſtian Church, than all the other Characters are of 
an Infallible Church, to which thoſe pretend, that have F 
died themſelves ſo red in the Blood of others; but 
likewiſe to form in the Minds of thoſe who hate Per- 

ſecution, 3 only becauſe they either ſeel it, or 


are affraid of it, ſuch a Notion of this Matter, as maß 
preſerve them from falling into the ſame Exceſſes if a 
Revolution in the State of Affairs ſhould put it in 
| their Power, to uſe others as hardly as they have been 
[| uſed by them. It has been often obſerved, that tho! 
"_— a Plea for Moderation is the Sanctuary of all the Un- 
$ fortunate, yer their Fortunes came no ſooner- to be 
[| changed, but that they inſenſibly got into that Princi- 
$ ple which was ſo much decried: by themſelves, when 
; their Affairs were in an ill condition; as if the only 
1 quarrel that they had to Perſecution, was becauſe they + 
4 had not the managing of it themſelves, I will treat 


| X this Subject with all the cloſeneſs that the Matter de- 
. ſerves, or that l am capable of; and will avoid the 
ſerving up what I am to propoſe with the garniſhings 
of the fine ſayings of others; for as that would carry 
me too far, ſo a good Reaſon is ſo much a better 
thing, than a round Period, or a laboured Sentence, 
that the Mind finds it ſelf ſatisfied with the one, 
whereas the Fancy is only pleaſed with the other. 

All P. xſecution riſes out of an Impatience of Spirit, 
which makes a Man leſs able to bear Contradiction. 
There is a Tyranny. in moſt Mens nature, which makes 
Mens nature, which makes them deſire to ſubdue all 
others by the ſtrength of their underſtandings; and 
ſuch Men have an implacable hatred to all that do not 
render themſelves to their Reaſons; and think that 
they are affronted when other Men refuſe to ſubmit 
to them; fo that he would ſtrike at Perſecution in 
its root, muſt begin -here, and endeavour to foftcr 
Men, eſpecially towards thoſe who differ from them i 

matters of Religion, This Imperious temper; whe 
1 | | | 
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it works upon Subjects of Religion, finds ſomewhat to 
raiſe its ſplcen, that was of it felt Impetuous enough 
before; and that which is called Fury and Rage, when 
it is imployed in other Diſputes, comes to be called 
Zeal when it is tur ned towards the Theories that re- 
late to another World. | 
But when we conſider what a ſublime thing Di vine 
Truth is, and what a poor low thing the Mind of Mun is, © 
we ſhall ſee Cauſeto bluar alittle the edge of our Spi- 
rits, if they are too ſharp in ſuch matters. Man is much 
governed by Fancy, and Fancy follows. the texture of 
the animal Spirits, which renders many more capable 
of apprehending Objects that are ſome way: proportio- 
ned to them, and more diſpoſed to follow them; fo 
that Temper prepares Men for ſome Opinions, and pre- 
- poſſeſſes them againſt others. With the greater part of 
Mankind, Education is fo powerful, that they are ſcarce 
able ever to overcome it; arid if Education and Tcmper 
have hit together, it will require anextraordinary clevati- 
on to reſcue a Man from their force. Men likewiſe receive 
with their Impreſſions of Religion ſuch a reſpect for 
them, as makes them look on every thought that calls 
them in queſtion as criminal: and when Perſons are 
bred up to diſquſet themſelves with Scruples, if they 
have ſo much as made a doubt of their Religion, it ts 
hard to fee them adhere fo firmly to the Principles of 
their Education, which ſtick ſo faſt to the worſt tort of 
Men, that even Atheiſts themſelves, after all the pains 
they take to get id of them, cannot ſhake them off fo 
entirely, bat that they wiil be apt to return oft upon. 
them. Men that think much, and that reaſom well, 
that are freed from the biaſs that [ntereſt, Honour, 
Kiadred and Cuſtom do give them, and that have leiſure 
to examine matters carefully, may indeed ger above a} 
theſe: yet there are ſo few that m do this, and there 
are yet ſo much fewer that wil doit; that it is rather 
a Wonder to fee ſo many change their perſwaſions, than 
| 1 n _ 
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to ſte ſo few do it. And indeed it is ſo ſublime a The- 
ory to think on God and his Attributes and Works, or 


ro think of another State, and of the Way that leads 


to it, that till God furniſhes out a new Miſſion of Apo- 
Nes with a Meaſure of thoſe extraordinary Gifts which 
he poured out on the great Pentecoſt; it is not eaſy to 
imagine how the Converſion of Heathen Nations ſhould 


be made. For tho the /delatry of ſome of theſe is ex- 
tream groſs, yet their Prieſts have ſuch ſymbolical Sig- 

nifications for all theſe Rites, that they do much diminiſh 
the Horror which is raiſed by the firſt ſight of them i 
the minds of Strangers; and ſince the chief grounds, 


from the Prophecies in the Old Teſtamem, and their Ac- 
compliſhment ju the New, from the Evidence that was 
given concerning the Miracles, the Death, and the 

. ſurreftion of Chriſt, which we confirm from the colla- 
xeral proofs of the State of that time, of the Writings 
of the Enemies of this Religion, and ot that Succeſſion 
of Authors that in all the Ages that have paſt ſince, 


have mentioned thoſe Matttrs, and cited thoſe Books 


which we hold to be Divine. All thi; is ſoevident to 
thoſe who can make the Enquiry, that it is ſtrange to 
find how any one can withſtand it; but to Berbarzans, 
who know nothing of it, and who have no way of in- 
forming themſelves concet ning ic, all this can ſigniſy 
nothing. So tuat in ordet to the convincing their Un- 
derſtandings, for I do not treat of God's ſecret Me- 
thods in touching their Con ſciences) I do net ſee bow 
we ſhould expect that they ſhould yield eaſily, unleſs 
there were a new Power of working Miracles conferred 
on thoſe who labour in this Work, And what noiſe 
ſoever the „ ee may make with their Miracles in 
thoſg remote Par ts, it is plain, thefe arc all Impoſtures; 
for the moſt neceſfary of all other Mirac'es for the 
Converſion of ſtrange Nations, being the Gifr of Tongs, 

with which the Apoſtles ere ſo woiiderſally furaifbr 
8 1 ; | 7 


upon which we prove the Chriſ ian Religion, are taken 3 
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at firſt, and ſince they all 2 Devel, to acknowledge, 
that this is wanting to them, we have all poſhble Rea- 
Jon to conclude, that God would not change his Me. 
hods, or qualify Men to work Wonders, and not g ive 
them that which is the molt ſenſible and rhe moſt uſe : ul 
pf all others, towards that end for which he aurhoriſes 
them. 


gut to return from this Digreſſion, a Man is ſcarce _ 
the Maſter of his own Thoughts: Habit. Conſtitution 


and other things do ſo concur., that he cannot open his 
Eyes to new Objects, nor ſee them in anew Light other 
that in which he has been accuſtomed to vi w them 


and a Man can no more change his Notions. of things, 


becauſe a Set of new Opinions would' accomodate him 
better, than he can change the ti Th that his ſeuſes, his 
eat or his raſt has in their Objects; a Man may preva- 
ricate, but he ſill thinks as he thinks; and cannor think 


'otherwiſe, becauſe he would have himſelf do ſo: Bur 


zany other Man the maſter of ir. No Man has that 


that it ſhould always accommodate ic ſelf to his : and 


the ſeyereſt exerciſe of Tyraang muſt ſtill leave the 
thoughts at liberty: the forciug a Man to ſay, or do 
orherwiſe than he thinks, by chreacnings, the execu- 
tion of which is above his force to endure, is only they 
delivering over ſuch a perſon to the rack of n ow 
Conſcience here, aud to all thoſe miſcrics hcrcafter. 
hich muſt be the portion of Hypocrites, and of Hiſ- 


The one is more like to be in the right than che ocher ; 


de in the wrong, thoſe that have the power in their 
aancs, may poſſibly be of the wrong fide, ind in chat 
caſe all their Severity is turned againſl the 1 uSun » 


5 Woot 


if a Man is not maſter of his own mind, mach leſs is 


aer tho over any other Man's Reaſon, as to expect 


8 emblers With God or Man. Nor is there ſugh an infai- 
lible Diſtinction in one man's nature from another, that 


Since therefore, among all thoſe tliat ditfer, ſome mut 


hoſe who believe it: Ard ſince Go makes, thine. - 


J 
| 
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ſhine, andthe b Rain to fall on the juſt as well as the 
un juſt, Gideons reaſqning may be applied to this mar. 4 
ter, if Baal be 4s God, let him plead for himſelf ; and the N 
force of GamaliePs Ar gument, that if it if of Men, i 
will come ro nought ; and if it is of God, we muſt not W 
againſ: him, As it ſilenced an Aſſembly of very flerce 
Her ſecutors, ſo it is full as ſtrong now, as it was then: 
For Realon is eternal, and changeth not. It ſeems alſo 
plain, that thoſe Ackions which concern hamaine Soci- 
ety, belong indeeed to the Authotity of the M giſtrate; 
but that our thoughts, with relation to God, and ſuch} 
actions as ariſe out of choſe thou ats, and in Which 
others have no inteteſt, are God's immediate pro- 
vince; and can belong to no other Juriſdiction. Sod] 
only know, our thagghts, as he only can change them; 
O chat a Magiſtratè by encroaching upon them. breaks, 
in upon God's propriety, and upon that eſſential right? 
of humune nature, of worſhipping God according rojy 
our conviction, which | is, in us antecedent to all human 
Government, and never become ſubject to it. 7 

But if the general Theorie: from the nature of Mah 
give a very favourable view of what is now advanced, 
the Characters of the Chriſtian Religion, and the many} 
expreſs Texts that are init ſhould determine rhis mat - 


ter more poltrively. The Religion reveal'd by 44% 


conſiſted in temporal Promiſes, an earthly Canaan, and} 
All the bleffings of this Life; ſo that ſince the Jews had! 
all theſe chings by Virtue of it; and therefore it way} 
as jult, that a Few ſhould have been put to Death for the 
violation of thoſe Laws, as it is law ful for us to put a 
Man to death that coins Money: yet as for Opinions} 
the Cafe. was different, even among the Jews; ane 
there fore, tho the Doctrines of the Sadduces ſtruck 28 
70 Foundations ot all Religion, the Phariſees, wheel 
bey had the upper hand, never carried the matter >| 
5 as to proceed to extremities againſt them. Ba 


what $:ycri-ies ſoeyer might have agreed with the 
| | Moſaicap 


| 


; 
as thel "5 © 5 
mat. Moſaical Diſpenſatien, they ſecm to be all out of doors 


o 


ad he under the Chriſtian Religion; which gives ns no earth - 


en, . ly Canaan» no temporal bleſſings, nor the Rules for 
fe Civil Society : but having the World fn the poſſeſſion 
Herce of their temporal Rights, ir only came to ſuperadd to 
then: thoſe the Doctrines and Rules of a Divine Diſcipline, 
alſo upon vrhich the Happineſs or Mi ſeriet of another State 


Soci- 


do depend. Novy it ſeems to be an unconteſted Rule 
in Juſtice, that in wharf ever Society one is engaged, 
the violation of the Laws of that Society can only in- 
fer a Forfeituxe af all chat one had or might have ex- 
pected by virtue of it: but this cannot be carried ſo 
far, as to makg one forfeit all that he holds by virtue 
of any other Society, to v hich, he belongs.; and there- 
fore ſince we hold our temporal Eſtates and Libeftics 
not by virtue of our Chriitianity, buc as we are the 
Members of the State or Kingdom to which we belong, 
our doing any thing that is only contrary to our Reli- 
ber may well makc us forfeit all that belongs to us 
y virtue of our Baptiſmal Covenant; har this ought 
not to be carried ſo far as to cut of thoſe Rights that 
we have antecedent to our Chriſtianity, as we are Men, 
and the Subjects of a civil Government. Our Saviour 
confirmed all this by ſaying, That his Kingdom was 
not of this World; that he came not to deſtroy, but 
to ſave; and by giving this Rule of Jaltice, of doing 
to others that which we would have others da to us: A 
which would ſoon let all perfecarors ſte how differen- 
ly they act to it: but above all. our Savtout has mide 
the DoQrines of Meekneſs and Charity, fuch main la- 
Fredients in his Goſpel, that he has made them the 
Characters by which his Diſciples may be every where 
known, and his Spirit N tg is Jo diffuled thro the 
whole Writipgs of the N. Teſtament, that how hard 
ſoeyer it may be to underſtand ſome of the other paP- 
fage: that are in them, yet there is no Ambiguity ar all 
in rhoſe that ſet this forth; we are nota ly reſtrained 
3 wt trum 
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from ryining thoſe who differ from us, but we are re- 
quired to love them, to bear with them, and to deal 
with them in the Spirit bf Mecknefs :; there are ſome 


of the Epiſtles that da not mention feveral of the 

Duties incumbent on Chriſtians, yet there is not one 

how ſhort ſocver, in which this of Love is not pgs | 
ile 


ſed, in terms that are both ſtrong and tender; w 


l the Church of Corinth was almoſt rent aſunder by va- 
 riety of Opinions, and by rhe different Parties that 


followed the ſeveral Teachers that had been among 
them; St. Paul does not enter much into the Grounds 
of their Diſputes, but recommends Love and Charity 
to chem, in terms that ſhevy hovy much he vvas infla- 
med vvhile hevvrit them; and he is carried into all the 
Raptures of a divine E'oqu-nce that fo tranſporting a 
Su ject a Subject could in!pire : S. John, lived fo long 
to ſee a great deal of the fervour of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion l. cken; but when he writ to revive that Spi- 
rit, the Argument upon Which he dwells chiefly, is to 
Perſuade all to love one another, and he does that in 


the ſofteſt and molt melting Terms that can be ima- 
gined, The Controverſy concerning the Obligation: 


that lay on the Gentiles for obeying the Moſaical Lam 
was jadged by the Apoſties againſt the K and 
the Inferences that depended on that 

were ſach, that Saint Pay! ſhews, they went ſo far as 
to make void the Death of Chriſt; yer the ſame A- 
poltic is gentle to thoſe that withont ſeeing the extent 
of theſe Conſequences, were carried away by thoſe 
Judaiſers ; fo that he acknowledges, that in obſerving 
them from a good Motive, they were acceptable to 
God; and that as the Kingdom of God, or the Goſpel, 


conſiſted not in thoſe ſcrupulous Diſtinctions of Meats 


and of Drinks, but in Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt; ſo he adds, that every Man was to 
endcavour to be fully perſuaded in his own Mind, 


to 


:ontroverſy - | 


and was not to judge his Brother in fach Matters, but 
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to leave him to the Judgment of God. This way of 


managing a Controverſie, that was of ſuch importarice, 


and that was maintained vvith ſo ſtiff an Oppoſition, 


992 
* 


even to that extrzordinary Authority that has been the 


mealure upon vvhich all the ſucceeding Ages of the 
Church, ought to have formed themſelves , and vvhen 


Cm Ci 


A 


the Apoſtles, that had an/infallible Aſſiſtance, and fo 
might have ſpoken in a ſtrain of a higher Authority 
than any thar have come after them, yet thought fit 
to treat of thoſe Matters in ſuch an humble and ſoftning 
ſtile, thoſe vvho cannot pretend to ſuch a Direction, 


ought not to take upon them to dictate, and to threat- 


en and deſtroy thoſe vvho differ from them. 
It is indeed an amaſing thing, to ſee how much the 


Chriſtian Church has departed from that Pattern; and 


when one conſiders the firſt beginnings of the Chriſtian 
and the Mahometan Religion, he is not a liule ſurpriſed 
to ſee the changes that have befallen both. The bleſſed 
Author of our Holy Religion, as he was a Pattern for 
Humility and Charity, ſo he was made perfect thro* 
Sufferings; and his Religion, as ii contains precepts ſute- 


+ able to the Example that he gave, which are ſet down 
in the plaigeſt and moſt perſuading Expreſſions poſſi- 


ble, ſo it gained its firſt Glory in the World, and ob- 


tained its chief Triumphs over it, by the Meekneſs and 


Gentleneſs, and the Love and Charity cf thoſe who 
embraced it; on the contrary, the Mahometan Religi- 
on began in the Perſon of rhat Impoſtor, with all the 
Fierceneſs of rage, and was carried on by the Sword, 
by which Mahbomer pretended that he was ſent of. God 
to convert the World: The Nations that have receiy- 


! ed the Mahometan Religion, are by their Conſtitution 
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rough and barbarous; and yet how ſhameful a reverſe 


of the firſt 1 N of the two Religions, is but too 
vilule to the 


orld; the Nlahometans in a courſe of 
ſeveral Ages are ſo much ſoftned, that inſtead of that 
cruelty with which their Religion appcared at firſt, 


they 
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they are now fo gentle, rnat theſe of a Religion, 


which believe theirs to be only an lmpoſture, live ſe- 


cure under them, and know the Price that the Liberty 
af theit Conſcience muſt riſe to; and that being payed, | 
hey enjoy in all ocher reſpects the Protection of the 
Coveroment, together with the publick Exerciſe of 
their Religion ; whereas on the other hand, that part 
of the Chriſtian Church, that pretends the higheſt, has I. 


fo far departed from the Meekneſs of its Author, and 


of bis firſt Followers, that notwithſtanding all the po- 


liſhings of Learning and Civility that are in it, it is now 


the crucleſt and rhe moſt implacable Society that has 
ever yet appeared in the World; if there were no 
other Evidences but this ſingle one, it is enough to 
demonſtrate, how much that Body has departed from | 
its firſt laſtitution; and if our Saviour has given us 


2 ſhort Abridgment of the Character of the Devil in 


theſe two qualities, that he is a Lyar and a Murderer, | 
then any Body of Men, that has decreed, that faith is 
not to be kept ro Hereticks, and that bas alſo de- 
creed the Murder of ſo many Innocent Perſons | 


who have dove nothing againſt that Civil Society to 


Which chey belong, that deſerves a forfeiture of their 


Lives; ſuch a Body, I tay, if we miy take our Saviours 
Character for a Rule, looks more like the Follow 


of that fallen Spirir, than the Body of which the Lam 
of God is the Head, And when we conſider the 
plain and expreſs Words, tn which the great Duties of 


of! 


a Holy Life are delivered in Scripture, but moſt par- 


ticularly thoſ of Love and Charity, and the Darkneſs *' 
that are in many other paſſages of which the meaning 
s more diſputable, it looks like an unaccountable Per- 
'S 
& their Rule, yet to he ſo viſibly faulty in execut- 


verſeneſs to ſee Men, who till pretend to make that 


ing the one, and ſo exciſſively ſevere in oppoſing the 


other, of which I ſhall content my ſelf to give one ſin- 
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ple Inſtance. 
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Pope Leo the Tenth in a Reformation that he ſet 
| four, with the concurrence of the Lateran Council, or- 
ger d a ſevere Proſecution to be made of all Hereticks, -_ 
nd that all the Laws againſt them ſhould be put in 
&xccurion ; but at the ſame time, he order'd ſuch ſlight 


berty of Conſcience had been an efſeatial 


iſament againſt thoſe that ſhould wilfully and pub- 


Aickly Blaſpheme God and Chriſt, even tho they re- 
laſped in it over and over again, that it is plain he had 
no mind to deter Men with too much ſcverĩty from the 
practice of that which was ſo common in his owr 


ourt; a ſmall/Fine, or the Forfeirure of the Profits 


pf a Benefice, is all the puniſhment that he laid on the 
One, even with Clergy-men relapſed in it. This may 
Jerve to ſhew, that tho? naturally one is apt to think 
Blaſphemy a much more heinous Crime than Hereſie, 
pet a Pope, together with a Council, which they pre- 
tend was General, made a Diſtinction in the puniſhiag. 
of them, which is very little for their Honour. 


The Chriſtians did, during the firſt Ages, declare 


highly againſt-all Cruelty on the Account of a Diffe- 
Fence of Perſuaſion in matters of Religion; and tho“ 
their Intereſt Naturally led them to this, yet we pass 
a very hard Judgment on thoſe times, if we think that» 


they were only of that mind, becauſe the Power was 


then in the Hands of their Enemies. When the Em- 
pire turned Chriſtian, the very Heathen Worſhip was 

not only tolerated for above a whole Age together. 
but the Heathens themſelves continued to be in the 

chief lmployments of che Empire; and it is pleaſant» 
to fee how the Heathens, that had ſo long perſecuted 
the Chriſtians, afd that had contrived the ſcvereſt of 
all. the Perſecutions under Jalian, which very pr̃obably 
{ had been put in execution, if he had returned victori- 

sas from his Perſian Expedition, ſaw the State of 


things no ſooner altered, chan they began to imploy all 
their Eloquence in the behalf of Loleration; as if Li- 
Right of 
Mankind. 


— 


do be the urmoſt extent of Civil Authority in thoſe * 
matters; for certainly a Government may put ſuch 


2 Peace, and ſo baniſh chem upon great. occaſions, giving |F1 


verity agaiaſt Ariz: had no great effects, yet the Ari- 


der Conſtance, and they carried this afrerwards, to a 
more open Perſecution under Valens; and after that, 


ſelt ss oft as ever they had it in their Power z but while 


them; and not only the No vat ians, but even the Ari- 
21, continued to have their Churches in the Imperial 


Mankind, from which they oùght never to be cut off; 
aud they carry d this fo far, as to pretend, that a diffe- 
rence in Religion tends more to the Honour of God. 
than a Uniformiry in it could do; and ſd they fancied, 
that a variety in it was acceptable to God. f 
The firſt ſeverity that Chriſtians prattifed upon one 
another, was the baniſhing of Arius, and a few of hi? 
Followers ; ir muſt be acknowledged, that this ſeems |? 


Perſons out of ics Protection, that arc Enemies to its 


them leave to ſell their Eſtates, and to carry away wit 
them all chat belongs to them; yet this being all that 


any Humane Government can claim, it ought not to be 
applied too cafily nor raſhly, till it is viſible, that all 
cher Remedies are incffeQual, and that the publick | 


Safety can be no other way ſecured ; but tho! this ſe- | 


ans had uv ſooner the Power in their hands, than they | 
t in practice firſt all the Contrivances of Craft and 


{ 
4 
taud, together with many leſs erying Violences, un- i 
{ 


both in Spain and Africk it appeared, that a cruel Spi- 
tit was fo inherent in that party, that it ſhewed it 


{ 


Valens perſccuted in his Diviſion of the Empire, it is 
oblcrved, that Yalentinian his Brother thought it was 
enough to ſupport the Orthodox, without perſecuting 
the other; Gin carried the matter further, and to- 
lera ted hoth almoſt equally, And ia the happy turn 
under Tyecodoſins, at what pains was St. Gregory NaR- 
enzene to reſtrain the Orthodox from retaliating upon 
the Ai ans the ill treatment that they had ſuffered from 


_ Cities. 


| 
54 


Fre at laſt ſo fierce and intolerable, that not being 


| n 
Cities. The firſt Inſtance of the Imploying the Secu 


Har Arm againſt Hereticks, that was ſet on by any of 
the Orthodox, was under the Reign of that bloody 
Tyrant Maxima, and ir was managed by two ſuch 
candalous Biſhops, zhat their ill Lives is no ſmall Pre- 


udice againſt every thing that was carried on by ſuch 


Anſtruments. T his was condemned by the beſt Biſhops 
of that Age, and the ill Effects of that Severity are 
very copiouſly marked by rhe Hiſtorian. One is un- 
awilling, for the ſake of thoſe Ages, to reflect on the 


' Kigour that appears in ſome Laws that ate in the 


ode; yet the mild behaviour of A ticus, Proclus, and 


ſome other Biſhops, is marked with the praiſes that 


were due to it; and it is probable, that thoſe Laws 
were rather made to terrify, than that they ſhould be 
xecuted. N WL 5 
The Donat iſts, aftet a Conteſt of above 120 Years 
ont inuance, that was managed at firſt more gently, 


Tontented with their own Churches, they broke in up- 


pn the Churches of thoſe of the Unity ; and commit; 


ed many Outrages on the Perſons of ſame of the Bi- 
ops, putting our the Eyes of ſome, and leaving others 
or Dead the Biſhops upon that conſulred, Whether 
they ought to demand nor only the Emperor's Prote- 
Njon, bur the Application of the Laws made again 
Hiereticks to the Donariſts. St Aaſtin and ſome Bi- 
hops oppoſed this for ſome time; bur they yielded at 
Jaſt; and theſe Laws were ſo ſeverely executed, that 
ot only the Donatiſts themſelves complained heavily - 
df them, bur Sr, Aufin in ſeveral Letters that he 
ritto the Magiſtrates upon this occaſion, made the 


ame complaints; he interceded very earneſtly for the 


Danatiſt i, and ſaid, that it detrafted much from the Glo- 
y of the Church, that had received ſo much Honour from 
be ſufferings of the Martyrs, to ſee others ſafer upon 11h 
ecco of abe Church; and — hold them plainly, that 
| | ; if 
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3 if they did not proceed more moderately, the Hiſbops would ſuffer ali 
| N - 
| that could come upon them from the Rage ji the Donatifts, ratte, 
's than C:mplain any more to thoſe who atted fo F . Yet tho? 
N St. Auſtin condemu'd the Exceſſes of the Civil Magiſtrates in 
37 ſome! particulars, he ſet himſelf to juſtify Severity in General, 5 
= when it was imployed upon the account of Religion, and all 
BE the moderate Pleadings for Liberty, that are to ag Fg ei- 
1 ther in Tertullian Cyprian, and more copionſly in our Author 
| | Lattantius, with relation to Heathens, and the like Rea ſonings 
'7 that are to be found in Hrbangfius, Hilary, and Lucifer, with Re- 
| lation to the. Perſecutions of the Ariars, were in a great mea. 
2 8 ſure forgot; St. Auſtin had a heat of Imagination, that was | 
C very copious, Which way ſoeyer he turned it; and this was im- 
1 . Ploved chiefly in allegoriſing Scripture, ſo as to bring together | 
1 a vaſt number of proofs for every cauſe that he undertook ; 
without troubling himſelf to examine critically what the truc F 
meaning of thoſe Paffages might be; and he is ſo apt to run out 
in all bis Realonings into exceſſive Amplifications, and into all}? 
the Figuies of copious and uncorrect Eloquence, that it s no 
wonder to find that paſſage of our S2i70ur in the Parable, com- 
pel tibem to enter in, with ſome other places miſapplyed on this 
occaſion. With that Father the Learning of the Weſtern Church 
fell very low, ſo that his Works came to be more read in the; 
ſucceeding Ages, than the Writings of all the other Fathers; 
and in this, as in other things, Men that knew not how to rea- 
ſon themſelves, contented themſclves with that laſie and cheap? 
way of copying from him, and of depending on his Authority. 
The ncurſion of the Northern Nations, that overthrew the Ri- 
man Empire, and thoſe Poliſkings of Learning and Civility that. 
fell with it, brought on a Night of Ignorance, that can ſcarce 
be apprehended, by thuſe who have not read the Writings off 
e tollowing Ages: Swperſiition grew upon the ruins of Leary 
*: and cat up all. The fierce Tempers of the Northern Jec- 
he being mufled up in Ignorance, and wrought on by superſti- 
tion, were eaſily levened with Cruelty; peruaps the #oly Wars, 
and what they oblerved in the Rage as well as in the Succeſſes 
pf the Saratens, heightned this further at laſt Aereſie.came to 
be reckoned the greateſt of all Crimes; and as it condemncd 
Men toeverlaſting Zuraing, ſo it was thought that thoſe might] 
- be well anticipated by temporary ones of the /quiftors Kindling, 
It is true, the Church pretended that he would ſhed no Blacd; 
bur all this was laſufferable jugling; for the Churchmen declarcdy 
ho were obſtinate or relapſed Zereticks ; and the Secular Ain 
was required to be ever in readinefs to execute their Sentence. 
This was not only claimed by the Biſbaps, but it was made 3 
part of their Oath-at;their Conlecrativii, that they ſhould N 
1 44 
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/ and Ferſecute Hereticks to the utmoſt of their Power : Nor were 


fer all they contented to proceed by the common Rules of Juſtice up- 
rather ¶ on Accuſations and Witneſſes; but all Forms were ſuperceded, 
t cho and they by vertue af their Paſtoral Authority, (as if t hat had 
ates in been given them to Worry their Sheep, and not to Feed them) 


?neral, 5 


objeGed Articles to their Priſoners upon ſuſpition, and required 
and all 


them to purge themſelves of them by Oath ; and becauſe Bi- 
nd ei: ſhops were not perhaps all ſo equally Zealous and Cruel, ſome of 
Luthor them being Perſons of great Quality, ſo that ſome remnants of 
dnings {7 a generous Education, and of their lay pity, might ſtill hang 
ch Re- . about them; that bloody Man Dominick toek this work to task, 
t mea. and his Order has ever ſince turniſhed the World with a ſet of 
It was Inquiſi tors, compared to whom all that had ever dealt in Tor- 
as im- tures in any former times were but Bunglers. | 

gether So far has this Melancholy Speculation of the Degeneracy of 
took; the Church of Rome carried me; they at laſt cam® to extol a 
e true Zeal againſt Herefie as, the higheſt Act of Vitty towards God; 
in out and ſince Herefie is reckoned by St. Pau among the Works of the 
to au Fleſh, it ſeemed as juſt to puniſh it in the ſeveteſt manner, as it 
s no was to puniſh any of the other orks of tbe Fleſh 5 and ſince all 
com-. Hereticks, were looked on as Perſons damned, all Tender neſs 
n this} towards them, and pity for them, was as far tx; inguiſhed as it 
church was poſſible. For a falſe Religion will not eaſily have the bet - 
in the# ter of good Nature ſo entirely, as to root it quite out; tho? at 
thers i muſt be acknowledged that the Roman Religion has done more 
rea · ¶ towards that, than any other that has ever yet appeared in the 
cheap World. All the room that was left for good Nature, was the 
ority. ] favourable Definition that was given of Heretie z by which 
e R. Obſtinac, was made its peculiar Character, that diftinguithed it 
that from Error, which lies in a more Innocent Miſtake concerning 
carcel} Divine Matters; and as many have explain d this Obſtinacy, it 
gs o amounts to a continuing in Error after one is convinced © It. 
earn. This Notion of Heretic, which has been reccived by many of 
: /cc-of the greateſt Men even in the Church of Rune it ſelt, ſcems to 
erſti-f agree well with that of St. Paul's ranking Hercſie among the 
Wars Werks of ibe Hleſh; for if it is meerly a miſtake ia the Judgment, 
ccllc5F in which one continues, becauſe be cannot overcome his per- 
nc to luation, nor ſee Reaſons that are ſtrong enough ro oblige him to 
nned change his Mind, ſuch an adhering to Error may be called any 
nights - thing rather than a orb of rhe 2i-fh. But if a Man from a 
lng Principle of intereſt, Pride, or Diſcontent, either throws him- 
loca, RIF into ill Opinions, or continues in them after his Mind is 
arcdy better enlightned, ſo that he ſtifles and denics that inward Con- 
Ain viction, then the Reaſon is very plain, why ſuch an ill Temper 
ce. of Mind ſhould be reckoned a ork of the He, becauſe it plain- 
de 2 ly ariſes out of a deprayed- Nafure. 
ee | B 2 I will 


anlk 


- > — — 


—— 


— — ä —— 
9 _—  — —R A 


— HY o 
ad , 


F 


( 20 ) s 


I will not here enter imo ſo troubleſome an Enquiry as it would be 


to examine bow far an Erroneous Conſcience acquits one before 
God ; for that muſt be left io bim, who will juſge every Man accord- 
ing to his Works, and who beſt knows how far ly will accept of 2 gene. 


ral Dr of / unknown Sins, and a general Ad of Faitb, even of | 
Truths that are yes unknown; bnt as for the Judgments of Men, cer. 


tatnly when the other parts of one, Life make it clear, not only to a 

Fudgment of Charity, but even to that of. Diſcretion, that he is ſin- 

cere, and that ke means well, it it hard to know when be is Obſſ inate, 

_ — bis Errors became Hereſies, that is to ſa, Works of the 
Jeſh. 

So far bave I been led upon the conſideration of the Spirit of Per. 
ſecution, that is not only warranted by Cuſtom, and a lang continued 
Practice; but is by the Authority not only of Hopes, but een of Ge- 
neral Councils, . 
em carried next into à Scene of Troug hit that are more particularly 

ſuited to the Doftrines of the Reformed Churches ; and here it muſi be 
acknowledged, that Perſecution is a more juſtifiable thing according 10 
the Principles of the Church of Rome, than it is e:cording 10 ou. 
Tenetsy for the Church of Rome, that pretends to be Iufallible, has 
a better Right to demand a blind Submiſſion from all its Subjects, and 
80 treat thoſe roughly who refuſe to grant it, than à Church that pre- 


tend to nothing but a Power of Order and Government; and that 


confeſſes, ſhe may be miſtaken. Our being Suhject to Error, is un- 
reaſonably urged, when Men would carry it jo far as 10 make us doubt 
of all things ; yet it ought at leaſt 10 have this efjoit on us, as to keep 


. 


us from being too ready to judge hardly of thoſe who are of another 


anlnd, or ta uje them roughly for it; ſince it is poſſible, that they may 
be in the Right, and that we may be miſtaken; a1 leaſt, they may 
baue very probable Reaſons. fur their (p nions, which f they do not 
quite juſtijy their Miſtaxes, yet do very mach excuſe ant leſen them. 
It is likewiſe viſible, thas all ſevere Proceedings upon the arcerſity of 
Opinious, bow egetiual ſucvir they may be on baje minded Men, why 
will always make Soip-wracks of a good Conſe ence, when ii comes in 
competition with 'wwe Love of this preſent World, yet work quite con- 


tramwiſe on Alen of amakned Uderliandings and generous Souls ; in- 


ſtead of gaining on ſuco Perſyns, theje Injpire them with borror at 4 
iert of Men who go about to ruin companies of People, t never did 
thera burt. It i from this, that thoſe Violent Hatreds atiſe among 
Auen of different Ferſuaſſuns. Every Man is not capable 10 under- 
Hand an Argument, 0r-t9 be much diſturbed at it; and 1b Divines, 
that carry their Speculations further into the Conſequences of Opinions, 
mbezher Real ar [maginar), grow hot and angry at one another u 

#boſe Heads, yet the Hecple wil-r/tand them lnile, and feel them lejs; 
Mn: every dar feel, * Injury, and Nature mubes ker Inferences ve- 


"uy quick upon it; and couctudes, that thole who uſe us ill, hate »6d; 


. 


* / | 


abliſhed into a Law on the Church of Rome. | 
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and there muſt be a great degree of Regeneration to keep Men from 


bating thoſe that hate them; upon this ariſes all the Animoſiy thas 
is among the ſeveral Parties; for every one reckoning bimſelf a em- 


ber of that Body to which be aſÞ:ciates bimſelf, thinks that he is oblig- 


ed to-reſent all the Injuries ibat are done to is Fellow- members as 
mu bh as if they were done to bimſelf ja particular ;, and by the ſame 
natural Logick, be caſts the Cuilt of the Wrangs done his (wn Party, 
nt only on thoſe Individuals of th: other Party, from whom they did 
more Immediately ariſe, but upon the who e Body of tlem ;_ 41 fo 


ſere 4 War is kindled in Men's Ereaſts, and when that is once formed 


| within, it will find ſome unhappy occaſion or other to give it jelf a 
| vert. Thoſe who are ill uſed, are in a State, like that of a Maſs of 
| humours in the Body, which raul about lejs perceived, till ſume unlucky 


Accident bas weatne any part of it; and en they will all di charge 
them, elves on th part 1þat ſuffers.” en that are ureaſte, nat.rally 
love Changes; for theſe are like ibe ſtiftirg of Poſſures, they give 


| ſome preſent eaſr, and.they flatter the /ai.ent with the bope of more 


10 follow. 

Lg Advice that the old Man of Semmniun ſent his Son, was 
certainly very wite; he had Intercepted the whole Roman Army 
in the Hills, ſhutting up the Paſſages ſo that they could neither 
go backward nor forward; the Father adviied him fifit to dif 
miſs them all without any Injury, fince that would probably 


# oblige the Romans; or it that were not followed, to cnt them 


AT OD — 


all ot; for chat would weaken them contiderably 3 whereas the 
middle Method, which the Genera! took, of letting them all o, 
having firſt put a publick Aﬀronc on them, enraged the Romans 
Without weakning them. According £9 tis Advice it leams evi- 
dent, that all confilerable Budies> of Men, that arc in any State, 
are to be ſet at eaſe, or co be quite rooted ont; and chere is no- 
thing wiſe in this ſevere M chod, but an ext; can and an unrelent- 
ing verlecut.on, and in this pomt, it the Church of Rome has for- 
got the Innocence of the Dove, yet ic muſt be confe ſſed, that the 
has retained the W iſdom ot th Ser p-nc. 

Ferſecution is not only hurttul to thule that ſuffer many hard 
things by it, but is likewiſe milchievous to them, by the aveilion 
that it inſpires in them to thole at waole hands they ſutfer, by che 
i Habit of mind into which ic chrows chem, and by chote wolent 
Projetts and Convulſions which do very naturally come into the 
heads of thoſe, who as they fee} much, ſo the f.ar yet more. 

Thoſe that do perſecu: e, tho' they icem to triumph for a u. ile, 


wich the Spoils ot their Enemie:,z yer wil! ſobn feel bv» this finks 


their Credit extreamly among thoſe that were more indifferent * 
SpeQators, while the Debate was managed with ihe | <1) or Torgue, 
but they will certainly take part at leeft in cthe.r Comps ff. xs 
with the Miſerable ; ard will he diſpoled to think ill, not envy ot 


wick 
F 


" ( 22) | 
thoſe Men that are heavy upon their harmleſs Neighbours, but 
even of the Cauſe it (elf, that is ſupported by ſuch Methods. 
1 The Multitude, even of the loweſt Order of Men has a 
. remnant of good Nature leſt, which ſhews it (elf in the ad looks 
1 that all put on at the Execntions even of Malefactors: but 
0 


if a falſe Religion has not quite extinguiſh'd Hamanity ia its Vo- 
taxies, this will make a more ſenſible Impreſſion, when Men 


1 ; | that have done nothing amiſs, and are only in fault becauſe they 
4 : cannot kelp thinking as they do, are made Sacrifices to the 
7 8% Rage of others, that perhaps have little more to ſay for them. 

llelves, but that they are in poſſeſſion of the Law; which in the 


[4 nem Revolution of Affairs that may fall out, will be an Argu- 

ment ſo much the Stronger for uſing themſelves. in the ſame 
| manner, becaule it is a juſt Retaliation on them for that which 
[ they made others to {uffer. 

The Men of Perſecution do alſo naturally engage themſelves 
into the Intrigues of Courts, and all the Factions of Parties: 
they enter into Dependances upon Miniſters of State, who 

drive them on to execute all their Paſſions, and to ſerye all 
their Ends: and who have too good underſtandings themſelves 
not to laugh at the officious forwardnaſs of thoſe who are per- 
Haps more eager than is iatended, in the doing of thac tor 

Which thofe very Perſons, whoſe blind Inſtruments they are 
at one time, will reproach them at another. | 

In ſhort, Perſecution does extreamly vitiate the Morals of 

| the Party that manages it. The worſt Men, ſo they are furi- 
. dus and violent, are not only connived at, but are even courts | 
ed: and Men otherwiſe of ſeverer Morals, will inſenſihly Hack- 
en, by reaſon of their Engagements with vicious Men, whom 
they will and themſclves forced to Cheriſh and Imploy: and it | 
thoſe who have perſecuted others, fall under a Reverſe of For- 
tune, and come to ſuffer themſelves a little of that which they 
made others feel, as their ill behaviour will deprive chem in a 
great meaſure, of thoſe Compaſhons that would otherwile 
Work towards them, ſo it will raile within them. many unealy 
Refleftions upon their own Actings, which will prove but Me- 
4ancholy Companions to tnem in their Afflictions: and thelz 
will force them to conclude, that becaute they ſhewed us 
Mercy, therefore they now iffeet with the requital of Judg- 
ment without Mercy; which how unjuſt ſoevet it may be, in 
thoſe by whom they ſuffer, yet they. w ll find it meet to look 
up to God, and to confels, That juſt and righteous are all his 
Ways: aud it may be realonably appreticaded,” that it may 
have contcibuted not a little to fill up tliæ Meaſure of the Sins 
of à Church, and to bring.down ſevere ſtrokes upon them, when 
the vifibls Danger, which was apparent from a formidable E- 


nempy. 
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nemy, could not turn their Thoughts to that fide, but that 
inſtead of uſing legal and juſt Precautions for their gyn Se- 


# curity, they let themſelves looſe to all the Rages of a mad 


Proſecution of ſome poor undiſcreet and deluded People; and 
all thi- to gratify their own Revepges, or to Inſiuate themſelves 
into the Favours of thoſe who do now juſtly laugh at them, 
when the turn that they intended is ſerved by their means: 
and thoſe who would prepare themſelves for thoſe hard things 
which they have reaſon to expect from a Church that has al- 
ways delighted to bath her ſelf in Blood, ought ſeriouſly to 
profeſs their Repentance of this Fury in luftances that may be 
as viſible and edifying as their Rage has been publick and de- 
ſtructive. | : 
But there remains yet ene point, without which I am ſentt - 
ble that this Difcourſe will appear defective ; I know it is ex- 
tream tender in our preſent Circumſtances, yet that does not 
defer me ſrom venturing on it; it is, Am far Proteſtants ought 
to Tolerate Papiſts. It ſeams at firſt view the moſt unreaſonably 
thing in the World, for thoſe to pretend to it, who we are ſure 
muſt deſtroy us, as foon as it is in their Power to do it. I ſay 
they muſt do it; ſince by thoſe Councils, which they themſelves 
hold to be General, the extirpation of Hereticks, and the breaks 
ng of Faith to them, has been ſo formally decreed, that it is 
a fooliſh piece of preſumption to imagine that they can eves 


lay down thoſe Principles. Infalllbility is the bottom upon which 
their Church is built, ard ſhe muli be as intallible ja the Rules that the gives 


of Morality, as ſhe 1s in her Deciſions in Points of Faith: tor all the Realons 


. 


that are given for. private Perſons depending on the Church tor the Rule of 
their Faith, do bind as itrongly to depend likcwile on the Church lot tus 
Rule of Lite and Manners, It we are in Danger of turgerting, what was de- 
creed in that Church ſo long ago, they take puins trom time to time to retreſh 
our Memorics, not only by th: ir Cruelties in the Lift age, tur winch there was 
lo much mece to be ſaid, than for later Lar”ariues, becaule the Returmaton 
Was lookt oa as a revolt then made from citablilled Laws: andit Periecutioncaty 
be atauy time excuſcd, it is in the firit beginnings ot Heftes, betore the Evil 
has {preadir felt iato greater Numbers ot Men: The Heats that were raiſed in 
the ficit Formation ot that Breach, may home way take off trom the guilt ot the 
Sacrifices that they made: tor Men in the firii Surpriles of Anger dy ieldom Rea- 
on true, or Act wilely ; but when a whole Age has paticd, aid chote firtt Heats 
are in agreat meaſure laid, ard when all che Securities that could poſhbly be de- 
man ded have been given, and while theſe have be Enatted into the moſt Obit-, 
gatory Laus that could be contrived, which were c firmed by folemn Oaihs; 
and while the Perſons 16 fecured had not given the les({t Pretence to rhe ir Ene- 
mies to ſay, that they had torteired 'ithulz Rights by any ill Behaviour of 
Facirs; yet the Breach ot Faith, and the Rage ot Perſecution, that we Re 
belure our Eyes, both in krance aud Predmoni, are things that do not on- 
ly Raile an kidignatzon in humane Nature, that cannot be well goverced, 
without a very Extraordinary Mealure oi Grace, but they offer even to cur 
Realiu's, Argumeats againit ail Lenity towards them, that are very hard ty 
be relilt;d; And it is certain, that all the Kegnlars, and chietiy the Jeſuites, 
are iv pullcited with thoſe Manms, and wien wat Teinper, that it is à Legree 
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of Cregvullty Farce t he reconciled to. chmmin prudence, to fancy, tat 
Ever they cm charge cheir Natures. Thoſe Nations: are eluled hem 
ich their fp! Educariou 5 they are reſtle by their tempers'y they are de- 
ted not mn ra-their- Churcli. but to their Order ; rom wizich they can 
expect co dil * but by their Attizicy and rierceneſd; chey are taught 
fo Hate us, and. tq Porte. our Ruin by all Methcds poſhbie,. and they hae 
11 N tor ths greaccit fins, if the Vevirent will cone ub to their pric ; 
and the Pardo of sin will be thought a gobd penny worth; when it is to 


be the Deſtratio) of Hereticks. * 43, 
. I koow the Jeſuites ſtuuy to perſiade the World, and that they have inſuſcd 
it into n great Prince, that p. de la Chaile has had no hand ia the Violences 


no on Joot id Frapce, but that lie his oppoſed them, and fo they throw them 


entirely on the Ar 2 of Paris, aus on a Lady that is now in great Credit; 
ſo ready are they to S criſice the Reputation even of. their chietParrons, when 
it may ſerve their turn to deceive ochers; but the contrary of this is ſo evi- 
„chat it is a new Diſcor: ry of the Impudence of that fort of Men. Yer 
atrer-all this, and ajter-all. that can be faid trom thoſe Principles, that ſub- 
13 to a foreign Juriſdi lion, 1 velt the Pope with a Power ot 
poking Heretical Princes, where 1 knowledge the Interences are ſo jult 
3s well as lo feyere, that I know not how to anjwer them well to my lt ; 
yet the Body of the People, that are bred up to the other. Foints of Po- 


955 . and tliat know nothing of theſe, which their Prieſts ke. 5 as Myſteries 
vm 


them, and either deny them quite, or diſpmſc them ſo that they ſhew 

in other Coloure th the why believe Tmipheitly, abd - who do wt give 
thetnſelves the trouble to enquire into lea matters; but think it Is Cacr, 
as well as eaſier. t) take thus upon traſt; they 1 ſay, are not lo tormi- 
Ahle as to raiſe gur Fears and Jerlonlks 1b fo high a pitch; and Secular 
elts are naturally a ter ſart of Men," who have not the Toornels that 
un k belong to all the Orders tlat are ogg them; not ate they 4o 
far paſſeſſed with the ilhbnatured and Jaaggrovs Opinions that belong to 
that Church, as to be palt cure; and as a lofening of rigour towards fnch, 
would lay the Appretier.fiins that Selt-prefervation does naturally rajte in 
all People, ſo it would at lealt make the utmoſt degree ot Severity, that 
Coun recancifable to the Common Principles of Homane Society, or ot Chri- 
Fanity, appear more juſtifi able, if a refficine's under ſuch euſie Circum- 
aces ſhould after wards drive a Government *o it. But che rerurning at the 
Severities that out Brethye have juffered at the Hands ot the Men of that Re- 
ion on the Papiſts of Englaad, is a Practiœ Þ contrary to the Chriſtian Re- 
jon, and_to the Principles of the Proteltanr Religion, tiat 1 do not thick tu 
8 It, that 1 had rather lee the Church of Eaglang fad under a very ſevere ber- 
dan rom the Church - Ot Rome, than ſee it fall to pertecute Papiſts, when 
(hould come 19 its cura tu be ate th do it. The former wilFonly ſerve to 
unite vs among aur ſelves, and to purge us from our Drols 3 and in particular 
any of the Lesen of the Doctrine of Perlecution, that we have not yet 
quite thrown det but the othet would very much ſtaia the purett and belt 
cooftitured Chan ech id the Wor'd; and ir husch be too near an approach to the 
Cruelty of het Church, which we cannot enough d-rett ; but how much ſor vet 
we mult hate their Corrngt ibn, we mult ſtill remember, that they are Mea and 
Chriſtians, thy perbars of a courſe peain, and that we our ſelves are Returmed 
Chriſtians, ho in 1mirazion of our Blfſed Malter, molt not render evil ter evil, 


% 


| but overcome cvil with goo!, 10 2 58 T8 
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